STATUTE OF THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE
Articlel

The International Court of Justice establishedngy@harter of the United Nations as the principal
judicial organ of the United Nations shall be catnged and shall function in accordance with the
provisions of the present Statute.

CHAPTER | - ORGANIZATION OF THE COURT
Article2

The Court shall be composed of a body of independéeges, elected regardless of their nationality
from among persons of high moral character, whegssthe qualifications required in their
respective countries for appointment to the highetitial offices, or are jurisconsults of

recognized competence in international law.

Article3
1. The Court shall consist of fifteen members,wmo 6f whom may be nationals of the same state.

2. A person who for the purposes of membershipenGourt could be regarded as a national of
more than one state shall be deemed to be a nltibtiee one in which he ordinarily exercises
civil and political rights.

Article4

1. The members of the Court shall be elected byieeral Assembly and by the Security Council
from a list of persons nominated by the nationaligs in the Permanent Court of Arbitration, in
accordance with the following provisions.

2. In the case of Members of the United Nationsraptesented in the Permanent Court of
Arbitration, candidates shall be nominated by matigroups appointed for this purpose by their
governments under the same conditions as thoserjmes for members of the Permanent Court of
Arbitration by Article 44 of the Convention of Tiiague of 1907 for the pacific settlement of
international disputes.

3. The conditions under which a state which isréyga the present Statute but is not a Member of
the United Nations may participate in electing tmembers of the Court shall, in the absence of a
special agreement, be laid down by the GeneralmABeupon recommendation of the Security
Council.

Article5

1. At least three months before the date of thetiele, the Secretary-General of the United Nations
shall address a written request to the membetsedPermanent Court of Arbitration belonging to
the states which are parties to the present Statnteto the members of the national groups
appointed under Article 4, paragraph 2, invitingrthto undertake, within a given time, by national
groups, the nomination of persons in a positioadoept the duties of a member of the Court.



2. No group may nominate more than four personsmuoe than two of whom shall be of their
own nationality. In no case may the number of cdagis nominated by a group be more than
double the number of seats to be filled.

Article6
Before making these nominations, each nationalg®uecommended to consult its highest court
of justice, its legal faculties and schools of langd its national academies and national sectibns o
international academies devoted to the study of law

Article7

1. The Secretary-General shall prepare a listphalletical order of all the persons thus nominated.
Save as provided in Article 12, paragraph 2, tisbsdl be the only persons eligible.

2. The Secretary-General shall submit this lisheoGeneral Assembly and to the Security Council.
Article 8

The General Assembly and the Security Council giralteed independently of one another to elect
the members of the Court.

Article9

At every election, the electors shall bear in mud only that the persons to be elected should
individually possess the qualifications requiregt &lso that in the body as a whole the
representation of the main forms of civilizatiordast the principal legal systems of the world
should be assured.

Article 10

1. Those candidates who obtain an absolute majofriptes in the General Assembly and in the
Security Council shall be considered as elected.

2. Any vote of the Security Council, whether foe tHlection of judges or for the appointment of
members of the conference envisaged in Articleshall be taken without any distinction between
permanent and non-permanent members of the SeCouwcil.

3. In the event of more than one national of theesatate obtaining an absolute majority of the
votes both of the General Assembly and of the StydQpuncil, the eldest of these only shall be
considered as elected.

Article 11

If, after the first meeting held for the purposeltd election, one or more seats remain to bealfie
second and, if necessary, a third meeting shatl pdéce.

Article 12

1. If, after the third meeting, one or more setlisremain unfilled, a joint conference consistiafy
six members, three appointed by the General Asseantal three by the Security Council, may be
formed at any time at the request of either thegg@mssembly or the Security Council, for the
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purpose of choosing by the vote of an absolute ntyjone name for each seat still vacant, to
submit to the General Assembly and the SecuritynCibéor their respective acceptance.

2. If the joint conference is unanimously agreedrugny person who fulfills the required
conditions, he may be included in its list, eveough he was not included in the list of nominations
referred to in Article 7.

3. If the joint conference is satisfied that itlwibt be successful in procuring an election, those
members of the Court who have already been elattait] within a period to be fixed by the
Security Council, proceed to fill the vacant sdgtselection from among those candidates who
have obtained votes either in the General Assembily the Security Council.

4. In the event of an equality of votes among tltges, the eldest judge shall have a casting vote.
Article 13

1. The members of the Court shall be elected foe gears and may be re-elected; provided,
however, that of the judges elected at the firsttgn, the terms of five judges shall expire &t th
end of three years and the terms of five more jadiipall expire at the end of six years.

2. The judges whose terms are to expire at theoetiee above-mentioned initial periods of three
and six years shall be chosen by lot to be drawthéysecretary-General immediately after the first
election has been completed.

3. The members of the Court shall continue to disgh their duties until their places have been
filled. Though replaced, they shall finish any casdich they may have begun.

4. In the case of the resignation of a member®fQburt, the resignation shall be addressed to the
President of the Court for transmission to the &acy-General. This last notification makes the
place vacant.

Article 14
Vacancies shall be filled by the same method adaichdown for the first election, subject to the
following provision: the Secretary-General shalithmm one month of the occurrence of the
vacancy, proceed to issue the invitations providedh Article 5, and the date of the election $hal
be fixed by the Security Council.

Article 15

A member of the Court elected to replace a memlbese term of office has not expired shall hold
office for the remainder of his predecessor's term.

Article 16

1. No member of the Court may exercise any poliicadministrative function, or engage in any
other occupation of a professional nature.

2. Any doubt on this point shall be settled by deeision of the Court.



Article17
1. No member of the Court may act as agent, couosaldvocate in any case.
2. No member may patrticipate in the decision of ease in which he has previously taken part as
agent, counsel, or advocate for one of the partieas a member of a national or international
court, or of a commission of enquiry, or in anyethapacity.
3. Any doubt on this point shall be settled by deeision of the Court.

Article 18

1. No member of the Court can be dismissed uniesse unanimous opinion of the other
members, he has ceased to fulfill the required itiomd.

2. Formal notification thereof shall be made to $leeretary-General by the Registrar.
3. This notification makes the place vacant.
Article 19

The members of the Court, when engaged on the éaswof the Court, shall enjoy diplomatic
privileges and immunities.

Article 20

Every member of the Court shall, before taking igpduties, make a solemn declaration in open
court that he will exercise his powers impartiallyd conscientiously.

Article21
1. The Court shall elect its President and Vicesilent for three years; they may be re-elected.

2. The Court shall appoint its Registrar and mayiae for the appointment of such other officers
as may be necessary.

Article 22

1. The seat of the Court shall be established atHdgue. This, however, shall not prevent the
Court from sitting and exercising its functionsesidiere whenever the Court considers it desirable.

2. The President and the Registrar shall resitleeageat of the Court.
Article 23

1. The Court shall remain permanently in sessigoegt during the judicial vacations, the dates and
duration of which shall be fixed by the Court.

2. Members of the Court are entitled to periodavks the dates and duration of which shall be
fixed by the Court, having in mind the distancensn The Hague and the home of each judge.



3. Members of the Court shall be bound, unless #neyn leave or prevented from attending by
illness or other serious reasons duly explainddiédresident, to hold themselves permanently at
the disposal of the Court.

Article24

1. If, for some special reason, a member of therGmnsiders that he should not take part in the
decision of a particular case, he shall so infdimRresident.

2. If the President considers that for some speeadon one of the members of the Court should
not sit in a particular case, he shall give himawaccordingly.

3. If in any such case the member of the CourttaadPresident disagree, the matter shall be settled
by the decision of the Court.

Article 25
1. The full Court shall sit except when it is exgsly provided otherwise in the present Statute.

2. Subject to the condition that the number of pglgvailable to constitute the Court is not thereby
reduced below eleven, the Rules of the Court mayige for allowing one or more judges,
according to circumstances and in rotation, toibpehsed from sitting.

3. A quorum of nine judges shall suffice to congétthe Court.
Article 26

1. The Court may from time to time form one or mon@mbers, composed of three or more judges
as the Court may determine, for dealing with patéiccategories of cases; for example, labour
cases and cases relating to transit and commuoneati

2. The Court may at any time form a chamber fotidgavith a particular case. The number of
judges to constitute such a chamber shall be detechiby the Court with the approval of the
parties.

3. Cases shall be heard and determined by the @rambovided for in this article if the parties so
request.

Article 27

A judgment given by any of the chambers providedricArticles 26 and 29 shall be considered as
rendered by the Court.

Article 28

The chambers provided for in Articles 26 and 29 méth the consent of the parties, sit and
exercise their functions elsewhere than at The Eagu

Article 29

With a view to the speedy dispatch of businessCibigrt shall form annually a chamber composed
of five judges which, at the request of the partieay hear and determine cases by summary
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procedure. In addition, two judges shall be setetme the purpose of replacing judges who find it
impossible to sit.

Article30

1. The Court shall frame rules for carrying ouffitsctions. In particular, it shall lay down rules
procedure.

2. The Rules of the Court may provide for assegsosg with the Court or with any of its
chambers, without the right to vote.

Article31

1. Judges of the nationality of each of the pagledl retain their right to sit in the case beftre
Court.

2. If the Court includes upon the Bench a judg#hefnationality of one of the parties, any other
party may choose a person to sit as judge. Sudopehall be chosen preferably from among those
persons who have been nominated as candidates\adqaf in Articles 4 and 5.

3. If the Court includes upon the Bench no judgthefnationality of the parties, each of these
parties may proceed to choose a judge as providpdragraph 2 of this Article.

4. The provisions of this Article shall apply tetbase of Articles 26 and 29. In such cases, the
President shall request one or, if necessary, twloeomembers of the Court forming the chamber
to give place to the members of the Court of thenality of the parties concerned, and, failing
such, or if they are unable to be present, toutggs specially chosen by the parties.
5. Should there be several parties in the sameesttehey shall, for the purpose of the preceding
provisions, be reckoned as one party only. Any daoplon this point shall be settled by the decision
of the Court.
6. Judges chosen as laid down in paragraphs Bd34 af this Article shall fulfill the conditions
required by Articles 2, 17 (paragraph 2), 20, asidPthe present Statute. They shall take part in
the decision on terms of complete equality withrthelleagues.

Article 32
1. Each member of the Court shall receive an arsalaty.
2. The President shall receive a special annualalice.

3. The Vice-President shall receive a special alove for every day on which he acts as President.

4. The judges chosen under Article 31, other theambrers of the Court, shall receive compensation
for each day on which they exercise their functions

5. These salaries, allowances, and compensatidirbshiaxed by the General Assembly. They may
not be decreased during the term of office.

6. The salary of the Registrar shall be fixed gy @eneral Assembly on the proposal of the Court.
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7. Regulations made by the General Assembly sixaé conditions under which retirement
pensions may be given to members of the Court@titkt Registrar, and the conditions under
which members of the Court and the Registrar $teale their travelling expenses refunded.
8. The above salaries, allowances, and compensstialhbe free of all taxation.

Article 33

The expenses of the Court shall be borne by theedmMNations in such a manner as shall be
decided by the General Assembly.

CHAPTER Il - COMPETENCE OF THE COURT

Article 34
1. Only states may be parties in cases before dhetC
2. The Court, subject to and in conformity withReles, may request of public international
organizations information relevant to cases beitp@nd shall receive such information presented
by such organizations on their own initiative.
3. Whenever the construction of the constituerttumsent of a public international organization or
of an international convention adopted thereunsl@r question in a case before the Court, the
Registrar shall so notify the public internationeganization concerned and shall communicate to it
copies of all the written proceedings.

Article 35
1. The Court shall be open to the states partisetpresent Statute.
2. The conditions under which the Court shall berof other states shall, subject to the special
provisions contained in treaties in force, be agvn by the Security Council, but in no case shall
such conditions place the parties in a positiomefuality before the Court.
3. When a state which is not a Member of the UnMations is a party to a case, the Court shall fix
the amount which that party is to contribute toveattte expenses of the Court. This provision shall
not apply if such state is bearing a share of #peeses of the Court

Article 36

1. The jurisdiction of the Court comprises all cagich the parties refer to it and all matters
specially provided for in the Charter of the Unitédtions or in treaties and conventions in force.

2. The states parties to the present Statute mayyaime declare that they recognize as
compulsory ipso facto and without special agreefrianelation to any other state accepting the
same obligation, the jurisdiction of the Court ihl@gal disputes concerning:

a. the interpretation of a treaty;

b. any question of international law;



c. the existence of any fact which, if establisheduld constitute a breach of an international
obligation;

d. the nature or extent of the reparation to beenfadthe breach of an international obligation.

3. The declarations referred to above may be madenditionally or on condition of reciprocity on
the part of several or certain states, or for tagetime.

4. Such declarations shall be deposited with tloeebary-General of the United Nations, who shall
transmit copies thereof to the parties to the &and to the Registrar of the Court.

5. Declarations made under Article 36 of the Seatiftthe Permanent Court of International Justice
and which are still in force shall be deemed, d@&éen the parties to the present Statute, to be
acceptances of the compulsory jurisdiction of titernhational Court of Justice for the period which
they still have to run and in accordance with tieims.

6. In the event of a dispute as to whether the s jurisdiction, the matter shall be settledHzy
decision of the Court.

Article 37
Whenever a treaty or convention in force provideséference of a matter to a tribunal to have
been instituted by the League of Nations, or toReamanent Court of International Justice, the
matter shall, as between the parties to the pr&xanite, be referred to the International Court of
Justice.

Article 38

1. The Court, whose function is to decide in acaood with international law such disputes as are
submitted to it, shall apply:

a. international conventions, whether general otiqdar, establishing rules expressly recognized
by the contesting states;

b. international custom, as evidence of a geneeaitigce accepted as law;
c. the general principles of law recognized bylized nations;

d. subject to the provisions of Article 59, judiaikecisions and the teachings of the most highly
qualified publicists of the various nations, assdiary means for the determination of rules of.law

2. This provision shall not prejudice the powetta Court to decide a cageaequo et bono, if the
parties agree thereto.

CHAPTER |11 - PROCEDURE
Article 39
1. The official languages of the Court shall berfeteand English. If the parties agree that the case
shall be conducted in French, the judgment shatlddeered in French. If the parties agree that the

case shall be conducted in English, the judgmeaidt bk delivered in English.
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2. In the absence of an agreement as to which &gegshall be employed, each party may, in the
pleadings, use the language which it prefers; duestbn of the Court shall be given in French and
English. In this case the Court shall at the same tetermine which of the two texts shall be
considered as authoritative.

3. The Court shall, at the request of any partth@ize a language other than French or English to
be used by that party.

Article 40
1. Cases are brought before the Court, as thencagde, either by the notification of the special
agreement or by a written application addresseldedregistrar. In either case the subject of the
dispute and the parties shall be indicated.

2. The Registrar shall forthwith communicate thpliation to all concerned.

3. He shall also notify the Members of the Uniteatibins through the Secretary-General, and also
any other states entitled to appear before thetCour

Article41

1. The Court shall have the power to indicatet, ¢gbinsiders that circumstances so require, any
provisional measures which ought to be taken tegike the respective rights of either party.

2. Pending the final decision, notice of the meaessuggested shall forthwith be given to the
parties and to the Security Council.

Article42
1. The parties shall be represented by agents.
2. They may have the assistance of counsel or atk®before the Court.

3. The agents, counsel, and advocates of partfesettae Court shall enjoy the privileges and
immunities necessary to the independent exercifieeafduties.

Article 43
1. The procedure shall consist of two parts: writted oral.

2. The written proceedings shall consist of the mamication to the Court and to the parties of
memorials, counter-memorials and, if necessaryiagmlso all papers and documents in support.

3. These communications shall be made through éggsRar, in the order and within the time fixed
by the Court.

4. A certified copy of every document produced hg party shall be communicated to the other
party.

5. The oral proceedings shall consist of the hgdriynthe Court of witnesses, experts, agents,
counsel, and advocates.



Article 44
1. For the service of all notices upon personsrdtien the agents, counsel, and advocates, the
Court shall apply direct to the government of ttegesupon whose territory the notice has to be
served.
2. The same provision shall apply whenever stepsoabe taken to procure evidence on the spot.

Article45

The hearing shall be under the control of the Eesgior, if he is unable to preside, of the Vice-
President; if neither is able to preside, the sgnidge present shall preside.

Article 46

The hearing in Court shall be public, unless tharCshall decide otherwise, or unless the parties
demand that the public be not admitted .

Article 47
1. Minutes shall be made at each hearing and signé¢lde Registrar and the President.
2. These minutes alone shall be authentic.
Article 48
The Court shall make orders for the conduct ofcieee, shall decide the form and time in which
gsﬁjr;ﬁgéty must conclude its arguments, and makerahgements connected with the taking of

Article 49

The Court may, even before the hearing beginsupalh the agents to produce any document or to
supply any explanations. Formal note shall be tafemy refusal.

Article 50

The Court may, at any time, entrust any individbakly, bureau, commission, or other organization
that it may select, with the task of carrying omteaquiry or giving an expert opinion.

Article51

During the hearing any relevant questions are tpubd¢o the witnesses and experts under the
conditions laid down by the Court in the rules odgedure referred to in Article 30.

Article52

After the Court has received the proofs and evidemithin the time specified for the purpose, it
may refuse to accept any further oral or writterdence that one party may desire to present unless
the other side consents.

Article53
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1. Whenever one of the parties does not appeareébtdfe Court, or fails to defend its case, therothe
party may call upon the Court to decide in favolitoclaim.

2. The Court must, before doing so, satisfy itgait, only that it has jurisdiction in accordancehwi
Articles 36 and 37, but also that the claim is vi@linded in fact and law.

Article54

1. When, subject to the control of the Court, therds, counsel, and advocates have completed
their presentation of the case, the President dbeallre the hearing closed.

2. The Court shall withdraw to consider the judgmen

3. The deliberations of the Court shall take plaggrivate and remain secret.
Article 55

1. All questions shall be decided by a majorityhef judges present.

2. In the event of an equality of votes, the Prasiar the judge who acts in his place shall have a
casting vote.

Article 56

1. The judgment shall state the reasons on whichbiased.

2. It shall contain the names of the judges whcehalen part in the decision.
Article 57

If the judgment does not represent in whole orart fhe unanimous opinion of the judges, any
judge shall be entitled to deliver a separate opini

Article 58

The judgment shall be signed by the President grildoRegistrar. It shall be read in open court,
due notice having been given to the agents.

Article 59

The decision of the Court has no binding force pkbetween the parties and in respect of that
particular case.

Article 60

The judgment is final and without appeal. In ther@wof dispute as to the meaning or scope of the
judgment, the Court shall construe it upon the estjof any party.

Article6l
1. An application for revision of a judgment mayrbade only when it is based upon the discovery

of some fact of such a nature as to be a deciater, which fact was, when the judgment was
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given, unknown to the Court and also to the padyrang revision, always provided that such
ignorance was not due to negligence.

2. The proceedings for revision shall be opened fjugdgment of the Court expressly recording the
existence of the new fact, recognizing that it $iach a character as to lay the case open to rayisio
and declaring the application admissible on thaaigd.

3. The Court may require previous compliance withterms of the judgment before it admits
proceedings in revision.

4. The application for revision must be made adftvithin six months of the discovery of the new
fact.

5. No application for revision may be made after lpse of ten years from the date of the
judgment.

Article 62

I. Should a state consider that it has an intereatlegal nature which may be affected by the
decision in the case, it may submit a requestedburt to be permitted to intervene.

2 It shall be for the Court to decide upon thisues;.
Article 63

1. Whenever the construction of a convention toclistates other than those concerned in the case
are parties is in question, the Registrar shalfyatl such states forthwith.

2. Every state so notified has the right to intaesén the proceedings; but if it uses this righg t
construction given by the judgment will be equdligding upon it.

Article64

Unless otherwise decided by the Court, each padil bear its own costs.

CHAPTER IV - ADVISORY OPINIONS
Article 65
1. The Court may give an advisory opinion on amgale&uestion at the request of whatever body
may be authorized by or in accordance with the €haf the United Nations to make such a
request.
2. Questions upon which the advisory opinion of@eairt is asked shall be laid before the Court by

means of a written request containing an exactst@nt of the question upon which an opinion is
required, and accompanied by all documents likeyrtow light upon the question.
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Article 66

1. The Registrar shall forthwith give notice of lieguest for an advisory opinion to all states
entitled to appear before the Court.

2. The Registrar shall also, by means of a spaaidldirect communication, notify any state
entitled to appear before the Court or internatienganization considered by the Court, or, should
it not be sitting, by the President, as likely odble to furnish information on the question, that
Court will be prepared to receive, within a timenili to be fixed by the President, written
statements, or to hear, at a public sitting todld For the purpose, oral statements relating ¢o th
guestion.

3. Should any such state entitled to appear béfi@r€ourt have failed to receive the special
communication referred to in paragraph 2 of thisdde, such state may express a desire to submit a
written statement or to be heard; and the Couftdeitide.

4. States and organizations having presented wigit®ral statements or both shall be permitted to
comment on the statements made by other stateagamieations in the form, to the extent, and
within the time-limits which the Court, or, shoutdhot be sitting, the President, shall decide in
each particular case. Accordingly, the Registratish due time communicate any such written
statements to states and organizations having stdohsimilar statements.

Article 67
The Court shall deliver its advisory opinions ireapcourt, notice having been given to the

Secretary-General and to the representatives ofddesrof the United Nations, of other states and
of international organizations immediately concerne

Article 68
In the exercise of its advisory functions the Calnall further be guided by the provisions of the
present Statute which apply in contentious caséset@xtent to which it recognizes them to be
applicable.

CHAPTER YV - AMENDMENT

Article 69
Amendments to the present Statute shall be effdntelde same procedure as is provided by the
Charter of the United Nations for amendments to @taarter, subject however to any provisions
which the General Assembly upon recommendatioh@&ecurity Council may adopt concerning

the participation of states which are parties ®gresent Statute but are not Members of the United
Nations.

Article 70
The Court shall have power to propose such amen@nh@the present Statute as it may deem

necessary, through written communications to thereary-General, for consideration in
conformity with the provisions of Article 69.
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